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Scrutiny Committee Comments & Cabinet Response

	Scrutiny Comments
	Cabinet Response

	Corporate Governance – 11 January
	

	The Scrutiny Committee commented to the Cabinet as follows:

(a) that it was pleased to note the assurance by the Cabinet Member for Finance that the majority of scrutiny committee comments had been accommodated in the proposals; 

(b) that the Committee noted that £0.5m had been included in the current year for remedial road maintenance work arising from the extreme weather and that the response to an application to Government for assistance was awaited; 

(c) with the consent of the Cabinet Member for Finance, in his supplementary report, Annex 2, Social & Community Services, ‘Demography’, deleted the words ‘(part funded)’; and

(d) in the Cabinet Member for Finance’s supplementary report, Annex 2, Environment & Economy, ‘Carbon trust’ the word ‘SALIX’ required clarification;

(e) in the Children’s Services Scrutiny Committee’s advice to the Cabinet, paragraph (f), noted that the risk was subject to the outcome of Government decisions on funding. 
	Noted.

Government response still awaited.

Agreed.

SALIX is not an acronym - it the name of a body that works on behalf of the Carbon Trust and will allocate a matching £0.3m to the project.

Included in the Cabinet report to Council.

	Social & Community Services – 6 December
	

	The Scrutiny Committee commented to the Cabinet as follows:

(a) To urge the Cabinet to revisit the proposal to decommission the voluntary sector information and advice services at its 19 December meeting on the grounds that they provide an extremely valuable and cost-effective service. The Committee further recognized that the benefits derived from such a service went across Directorates and across Councils; and

(b) (In the knowledge that there was approximately £1.1m left to allocate across Directorates), to ask the Cabinet to put at least an extra £1m into older people’s services due to the pressures in this area and the high risk and high impact proposals, with particular regard to: 

OP2

OP3

OP4*

*Members considered OP4 to be both high risk and high impact and not medium risk as indicated in the report. 
	Grant restored in the budget for 2007/08 for advice centres and future years subject to a review of the number of grants gives in this area.

Assuming you were aware that £1.5m had already been allocated into the budget ongoing for demography in Older People and Physical Disabilities, an additional amount has been allocated starting at £0.6m in 2007/08, rising to £4.1m in 2010/11.

The combined figures for each year over normal inflation are:

2007/08
£2.1m

2008/09
£2.8m

2009/10
£4.3m

2010/11
£5.6m

	Environment & Economy - 13 December
	

	The Scrutiny Committee commented to the Cabinet as follows:

 (a) that the Committee supported the proposals for an invest-to-save fund for measures to reduce the carbon impacts of property, and would like to see a similar capital fund for non-property; and

(b) to urge the Cabinet to lobby the Government further to relax the Regulations on the lighting of street signs. 
	The Carbon Trust initiatives could include other projects than property, e.g. low carbon street lighting, converting vehicles to use biofuels, and using new technology lamps.

Refer to the Cabinet Member for Transport to consider.

	Children’s Services – 12 December
	

	The Scrutiny Committee commented to the Cabinet as follows:

(a) to advise the Cabinet that the Committee believed that Post 16 SEN Special School places were very important and that whilst regretting the lack of Government support for the local Learning & Skills Council, the Committee strongly urged the Cabinet to allocate the necessary funding for this service; 

(b) to advise the Cabinet of the Committee’s concerns regarding the proposed cuts to post 16 Transport, in the context that: 

(i) Oxfordshire was an exceptionally rural County and this cut would have a potentially severe effect on Post 16 Education of the Approximately 50% of the County’s population living in rural areas; 

(ii) Government chooses not to fund the transport costs of its 14-19 Education Agenda; 

(iii) (i) and (ii) above would be a compounding problem in future years, especially for rural areas; 

(c) to ask the Cabinet to lobby Government to guarantee the continuation £1.939m funding and in the case that it be replaced by RSG funding, to ask for a reassurance that it would take Oxfordshire above a floor Authority, as any withdrawal of funding would lead to a reduction is service that would effect the most vulnerable in society. 
	Provision made and discussion still continuing with the DfES seeking further support.

All proposed reductions in home to school transport reinstated in the budget ongoing.

Cabinet accepts that this is a significant risk to services which applies to many specific grants and the recommendation to Council will ask the Government to guarantee the continuation of funding.

	Community Safety – 4 December
	

	The Scrutiny Committee commented to the Cabinet as follows:

(a) To urge the Cabinet to fund Emergency Planning and Safer Communities from the remaining sum of money to be allocated across Directorates given that these areas are of vital importance; and

(b) To advise the Cabinet that it wished the co-responder scheme to be centrally funded in recognition of the fact that it provides a life saving service to the residents of Oxfordshire, as evidenced by the figures given to the Committee by the Director for Community Safety & Chief Fire Officer regarding the number of people assisted and the societal savings per annum (approx £7m). 
	Safer Communities budget and Emergency Planning budget will not be reduced as proposed in the efficiency savings.

Funding restored to the budget in recognition of the valuable service provided.


Charles H. Shouler

Cabinet Member for Finance

31 January 2007
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